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Notes

! “Anachronism” in this context means a word that is not appropriate to the claimed date of the document in
which it was used, indicating either that the document was actually written later or that the word was inserted in the
document later. A hypothetical example might be finding a supposedly ancient document mentioning an automobile.
Since automobiles were not invented until modern times, the document’s use of that word would indicate that the
document either is a modern forgery or was altered in modern times.

2 The Bible does not tell us precisely when Abraham lived. Many Christian scholars believe that Abraham lived
sometime during the early second millennium (2000-1800 BC). All other dates mentioned in this article are based
on a secular chronology and are the dates stated in the cited articles.

3 William Foxwell Albright, The Archaeology of Palestine, rev. ed. (Baltimore: Penguin Books, 1960), 206-207.

4 Donald B. Redford, Egypt, Canaan, and Israel in Ancient Times (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press,
1993), 273.

5 Israel Finkelstein and Neil Asher Silberman, The Bible Unearthed: Archaeology’s New Vision of Ancient Israel
and the Origin of Its Sacred Texts (New York: Free Press, 2002), 37.

¢ John Noble Wilford, “Camels Had No Business in Genesis,” New York Times, February 10, 2014, https:/www
.nytimes.com/2014/02/1 1/science/camels-had-no-business-in-genesis.html.

7 Elizabeth Dias, “The Mystery of the Bible’s Phantom Camels,” Time, February 11, 2014, https://time.com/6662
/the-mystery-of-the-bibles-phantom-camels/.

8 Daisy Carrington, “Do Camel Bones Discredit the Bible?,” CNN, February 20, 2014, https://www.cnn.com/2014
/02/20/world/meast/do-camel-bones-discredit-the-bible/index.html.

® Martin Heide and Joris Peters, Camels in the Biblical World, History, Archaeology, and Culture of the Levant
10 (University Park, PA: Eisenbrauns, 2021), loc. 758 of 13041, Kindle. (All references to this source are to the
Kindle locations.)

10 Joseph P. Free, “Abraham’s Camels,” Journal of Near Eastern Studies 3, no. 3 (July 1944): 188; Daniel T.
Potts, “Bactrian Camels and Bactrian-Dromedary Hybrids,” The Silk Road 3, no. 1 (June 2005): 52, http://www.silk
roadfoundation.org/newsletter/vol3num1/srjournal_v3nl.pdf.

! Peter Magee, “When Was the Dromedary Domesticated in the Ancient Near East?,” Zeitschrift fiir Orient-
Archdologie (Deutsches Archédologisches Institut: Orient-Abteilung) 8 (2015): 268; Lidar Sapir-Hen and Erez Ben-
Yosef, “The Introduction of Domestic Camels to the Southern Levant: Evidence from the Aravah Valley,” Tel Aviv
(Institute of Archaeology of Tel Aviv University) 40, no. 2 (2013): 278; Charles F. Aling, “Historical Synchronisms
and the Date of the Exodus,” Associates for Biblical Research, November 7, 2008, https://biblearchaeology.org
/research/chronological-categories/exodus-era/3579 (Aling’s article was first published in the Spring 2004 issue of
Bible and Spade).

12 Titus Kennedy, “The Date of Camel Domestication in the Ancient Near East,” Associates for Biblical
Research, February 17, 2014, https://biblearchacology.org/research/contemporary-issues/3832.

13 Magee, “When Was the Dromedary Domesticated?,” 266.

14 Sir Leonard Woolley, The Excavations in the Inner Town, in Carchemish: Report on the Excavations at
Jerablus on Behalf of the British Museum, vol. 3 of 3, The Excavations in the Inner Town, by Sir Leonard Woolley,
and The Hittite Inscriptions, by R. D. Barnett (London: Trustees of the British Museum, 1952), 186; Heide and
Peters, Camels in the Biblical World, loc. 1194 of 13041.

15 Heide and Peters, loc. 1194 of 13041.

16 Liora K. Horwitz and B. Rosen, “A Review of Camel Milking in the Southern Levant,” in The Zooarchaeology
of Fats, Oils, Milk and Dairying, ed. J. Mulville and A. K. Outram (Oxford: Oxbow Books, 2005), 127, table 2;
Heide and Peters, Camels in the Biblical World, loc. 4260 of 13041.

17 Magee, “When Was the Dromedary Domesticated?,” 269.

18 In discussing finds of camel remains, some scholars state authoritatively that the remains were of either
Bactrian camels or dromedaries, usually based on size. Dromedaries supposedly have larger bones, and Bactrian
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camels smaller ones. But “size alone is a poor criterion for taxonomic relationship...” (Sebastian Payne and Andrew
Garrard, “Camelus from the Upper Pleistocene of Mount Carmel, Israel,” Journal of Archaeological Science 10, no.
3 [May 1983]: 246). Hybrid crosses between Bactrian and dromedary camels further complicate the analysis.
Distinguishing hybrids from Bactrian camels and dromedaries by means of the archaeological record alone is a
challenge (Rémi Berthon et al., “Domestication, Diffusion and Hybridization of the Bactrian Camel: A
Zooarchaeological Perspective,” in Les vaisseaux du désert et des steppes. Les camélidés dans 1’Antiquité (Camelus
dromedarius et Camelus bactrianus), ed. Damien Agut-Labordére and Bérangere Redon, Archéologie(s) 2 [Lyon:
MOM Editions, 2020], https://books.openedition.org/momeditions/8527 [accessed March 19, 2022]). In addition,
the remains of a new giant camel species were uncovered at Hummal in Syria as well as at Farah II in Israel
(Caroline Grigson, “The History of the Camel Bone Dating Project,” Anthropozoologica 49, no. 2 [December 20147]:
228-29). This finding may raise questions regarding the identification of ancient camel species based simply on
size. Are large-sized faunal remains from dromedaries, hybrids between dromedaries and Bactrian camels, the giant
species, or hybrids of the giant species with dromedaries or Bactrian camels?
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Biblical Archaeology Review 44, no. 6 (November/December 2018): 64.
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“Abraham’s Camels,” 189; Michael Ripinsky, “The Camel in Dynastic Egypt,” Journal of Egyptian Archaeology 71
(1985): 138.
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Camel Domestication.”
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4 Ripinsky, “Camel in Dynastic Egypt,” 140.
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Research, March 2, 2009, https://biblearchacology.org/research/chronological-categories/patriarchal-era/4172.

46 Heide and Peters, Camels in the Biblical World, loc. 3856 of 13041.
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13, 2022, https://art.thewalters.org/detail/27381.
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Africa: Interdisciplinary Perspectives on Their Past and Present Significance, ed. Eva-Maria Knoll and Pamela
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53 Pierre Montet, Byblos et I'Egypte: Quatre campagnes de fouilles a Gebeil; 1921 - 1922 - 1923 - 1924, vol. 1 of
2, Texte, Bibliotheque archéologique et historique 11 (Paris: Librairie Orientaliste Paul Geuthner, 1928), 91;
Ripinsky, “Camel in Dynastic Egypt,” 138.
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36 Bulliet, Camel and the Wheel, 59.

57 Heide and Peters, Camels in the Biblical World, loc. 4430 of 13041.
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