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American Oriental Society 84 (1964), 248, n. 103; R.D. Barnett, “The Sea Peoples,” in I.E.S. Edwards et al., eds., 
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yourself with oils fit for a god” (Karel van der Toorn, “Did Ecclesiastes Copy Gilgamesh?” Bible Review 16:1 

[2000], p. 26). The Hittite king Hattushili III (13th century) mentions “the silver and the linen which I have given to 

the physician” (Kathleen R. Mineck et al., “Hittite Historical Texts II,” in Mark W. Chavalas, ed., The Ancient Near 
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Melville et al., “Neo-Assyrian and Syro-Palestinian Texts I,” in Chavalas, 288). The only biblical episode that 
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Philistines (New York: Macmillan, 1992), 10. 
8
 Even the Trojan-born Aeneas is portrayed as having been steeped in this peculiarly Aegean form of combat. 

First, he challenges a native Italian warrior-prince, Turnus, to single combat (Aeneid 11.434–35, 440–42); following 

this, Book 12 recounts in vivid detail the fight between the two while their respective armies look on (12.697–790, 

887ff.). 
9
 “Archaeology and the Study of Cultural Diversity,” in A. Biran and J. Aviram, eds., Biblical Archaeology Today 

1990 (Jerusalem: Keter Press, 1993), 724. This author had the honor of personally attending one of her lectures 

during his participation on the Ashkelon dig. 
10

 People of the Sea, 48–49. Moreover, according to R.D. Barnett, writing in The Cambridge Ancient History, 

scholars “see in the challenge to single combat between David and the Philistine champion Goliath a typically 

European, Hellenic idea” (“The Sea Peoples,” 373). 
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 Lawrence E. Stager, “Forging an Identity: The Emergence of Ancient Israel,” in M.D. Coogan, ed., The Oxford 

History of the Biblical World (Oxford University Press, 1998), 169; Sandars, The Sea Peoples, 188–89; T. Dothan 
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 See, in particular, Tristan J. Barako, “The Philistine Settlement as Mercantile Phenomenon?” American Journal 
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