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 The reason Luke doesn’t mention the fact of Paul’s adoption is that it was such a 

well-known and common practice—among the Graeco-Roman Gentiles at any rate, the 

Jews knew nothing of such a practice in any legal sense, though they were aware of this 

Gentile practice—that his readers would have known instantly what had taken place. No 

explanation is given simply because no explanation was needed. Only we today need it, 

because we live in an entirely different world than that which was governed by Rome, 

and even then the explanation is easily recovered. Moreover, this absence of explanation 

by Luke is yet another unrecognized indicator of his book of Acts’ faithfulness to history, 

as well as its early composition.  
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 The discovery, transcription and translation of the inscription were all made by Sir 

William Ramsay in 1912. See his Bearing of Recent Discovery on the Trustworthiness of 

the New Testament, p. 151. The story of Sir William Ramsay is one of the most 

remarkable in the history of Bible apologetics. The son of a prosperous lawyer, he was 

born in Glasgow on March 15, 1851, and enjoyed a privileged and well-educated 

upbringing. He won high distinction at Aberdeen University, where he became Professor 

of Humanity, and won first class degrees at St Johns, Oxford. From there he went to 

Gottingen in Germany, where he was schooled in philology and Sanskrit under Theodor 
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much-decried author, Luke. Archaeologist, lecturer and author, he became, instead of a 
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 For a great deal of detailed background information on Pisidian Antioch, see 

Ramsay’s The Cities of St Paul (Hodder & Stoughton, 1898). 


