PUBLICATION 526 Charitable Contributions
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in giving semvices to a qualfied arganization.
The amounts must be:

* |nreimbursed,
* Directly connected with the services,

® Expenszes you had only because of the
zemnvices you gave, and
® Mot personal living, or family expenses.

Table 2 contains questions and answers
that apply to some individuals who volunteer
their services.

Underprivileged youths selected by charity.
You can deduct reasonable unreimbursed
out-of-pocket expenses you pay to allow under-
privileged youths to attend athletic events, mov-
iez, or dinners. The youths rust be zelected by
a charitable organization whose goal is to re-
duce juvenile delinguency. Your own similar ex-
penses in accormpaty ing the youths are not de-
ductible.

Conventions. If a qualified organization se-
lectsyou to attend aconvention azits represen-
tative, you can deduct your unreimburzed ex-
penzes  for  trawel, including  reasonable
arnourts for meals and lodging, while away
fromn haorne owernight for the conwention. Hower-
ever, see Jravel later.

%Waou cannot deduct personal expenses for
zightseeing, fishing paries, theater tickets, or
nightclubs. You also cannat deduct travel,
rmeals and lodging, and other expenses foryour
spouse or children.

You cannot deduct your travel expenses in
attending a church convertion if you go anly as
a rmember of your church rather than asz a
chosen representative. Wou can, howewer, de-
duct unreimburzed expenszes that are directly
connected with giving services for your church
during the conwertion.

Uniforms. ou can deduct the cost and up-
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care and are not, in fact, i‘naking a profit. A
qualified organezation must select the indwidu-
als youtake into your home for foster care.

%Wou can deduct expenses that meet both of
the following requirernents.

1. They are unreimbursed out-of -pocket ex-
penszes to feed, clothe, and care for the
foster child.

2. They are incurred prirmarily to benefit the
qualified organization.

Unreirmbursed expenzes that y ou cannaot de-
duct as charitable contributions may be consid-
ered zupport provided by you in determining
whether you can claim the foster child as a de-
pendent. For detailz, see Publication 901, Ex-
emptions, Standard Deduction, and Filing Infor-
rmation.

Example. ou cared for a foster child be-
cause you wanted to adopt her, not to benefit
the agency that placed her in your horne. ¥our
unreimburzed expenzes are not deductible as
charitable contributions.

Church deacon. You can deduct as a charita-
ble contribution any unreirmbursed expenses
you have while in a permanent diaconate pro-
gram established by your church. Theze expen-
zes include the cost of vestments, books, and
tranzportation required in order to serve in the
prograrm as either a deacon candidate or an or-
dained deacon,

Car expenses. Y ou can deduct as a chartable
contribution any  unreimbursed  out-of-pocket
expenzes, such az the cost of gas and oil, di-
rectly related to the use of your car in giving
zervices to a charitable organization. You can-
not deduct general repair and maintenance ex-
penses, depreciation, registration fees, or the
costs of tires or insurance.

If you do not want to deduct your actual ex-

an clairn a charitable
travel expenses nec-
are away frorm horme
b charitable organiza-

Travel. Eenerally, you
contributjon deduction fo
ezzarily hourred while yo
performigg services for
tion anly if there iz no siglificant elernent of per-
zonal plgasure, recreatign, or wacation in the
travel. THiz applies whetler y ou pay the expen-
zes diredtly orindirectly. Tou are paying the ex-
penses ihdirectly if vou rpake a payment to the
charitablg organiEation fnd the organiation
pay s for four travel experzes.

The feduction for trgwel expenses will naot
be denied =imply becaugde you enjoy prowiding
gervicesfto the charitablg organization. Even if
you enjoy the trip, you Fan take a charitable
contributjon deduction fof your travel expenzes
if you arg on duty in a ggnuine and substartial
zenze thjoughout the trip) However, if you have
anly nonmfinal duties, or ifffor significant parts of
the trip wpu do not have gy duties, you cannat
deduct ygur travel expenges.

Exampfe 1. %ou arel a troop leader for a
tax-exen|pt youth group gnd you take the group
oh a canjping trip. You arg responsible for over-
geeing the setup of the carmp and for providing
adult sugervision for othgr activities during the
entire trig. ' ou participaty in the activities of the
group ard enjoy your tirng with them. Yoo over-
zee the Breaking of camp and you transport the
group hofne. You can deduct your travel expen-
seE.

Example 2. ou zailfrom one island to an-
othier and spend 8 hourz B day counting whales
and othgr forms of maripe life. The project is
zponzordd by a charitablg organization. In rost
i BCES, YOU Cann YOur expern-

rgahization. The rest of
for fecreation and sightseeing.

Wou cannot takp a charitdble contribution de-
duction even thgugh you work very hard during
those few hours

Example 4.|%ou zperid the entire day at-
tending a chafitable ordanization's regional
reeting as a chpsen reprefpentative. In the eve-
ning you go to the theater) You can claim your
travel expenses|as charitaple contributions, but
you cannot clairf the cost Jf your ewening at the
theater.

Dafly allowance [per giem}. f you provide
services for a ¢haritable drganization and re-
ceive a daily glowance fo cover reasonable
travel expensed includingl meals and lodging
while away frorg home ovgrnight, you must in-
clude in income fany part offthe allowance that is
rnore than your §eductible fravel expenses. Wou
ray be able to deduct any|necessany travel ex-
penzes that are fnore than the allowance.

Deductibie
clude:
& Ar, rail, an

travel edpenses. Theze in-

bustransportation,

* Cut-of-poclet expensgs for your car,

® Tavifares gr other cogts of tranzportation
betweenthg airpont orfstation and your ho-
tel,

® Lodging cofts, and

* The cost offreals.

Because these |travel expenses are not busi-
ness-related, they are notlsubject to the same
limits as b =z related zez. For infar-
rmation on buNpess travel expenzes, see TraveS
in Publication M3, Trave rtertainment, Gift,
and Car Expense

Contributions
¥You Cannot Deduct

There are some contributions you cannot de-
duct and others you can deduct only in part.

You cannot deduct as a charitable contribu-
tion:

1. A contribution to a specific individual,

2. A cortribution to a nongualified organea-
tion,

3 The part of acontribution from which you
receive or expect to receive a benefit,

4. Thewvalue of y our time or zenvices,

4. Wour perzonal expenses,

6. A qualified chartable distribution from an
individual retirement arrangement (IRA),

7. Appraisalfees

8. Cerain contributions to donor-adwized
funds, or

9. Cerain contributions of partial interests in
property.

Dietailed dizcussions of these ters follow.

Contributions to Individuals

%ou cannot deduct contributions to specific in-
dividuals, including the following.
® Contributions to fraternal societies made
for the purpose of paying medical or burial
expenses of mermbers.

Contributions to
Nongqualified Organizations

Wouw cannot deduct contributions to organiza-
tions that are not qualified to receive tax-deduc-
tible contributions, including the following.

1. Cerain state bar associations i

a. The bar iz not a political subdwision of
a state,

b. The bar has private, as well as public,
purposes, such as prormoting the pro-
feszional interests of members, and

c. Your cortribution iz unrestricted and
can be used for private purposes.

2. Charbers of cormmerce and other busi-
ness leagues or organzations.

3 Civicleagues and azzociations.
4. Country clubz and other zocial clubs.

Foreign organzations other than certain
Canadian, lsrael, or Mexican chartable
arganeations. (S ee Cansdizh chartes,
Mexican charties, and lsraell chanfies un-
der Qrgarnizations That Qualify To Receive
Deductible Contributions, earlier.) Alzo,
you cannot deduct acortribution you
rmade to any qualifying organization if the
contribution is earmarkedto goto afor-
eign organzation. However, certain contri-
butions to a qualified organization foruse
it a program conducted by aforeign char-
ity may be deductible as long asthey are
not earmarked to goto the foreign charity .
Farthe cortribution to be deductible, the
nualified nrnani=atinn most annrnees the




